
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



• 


1 

1 

1 




r J 


«! 


.1 




^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B 



LETTERS 

By and To 

Gen. Nathanael Greene 

WITH SOME TO HIS WIFE 



CJ3 



NEW YORK 

GEORGE H. RICHMOND 

358 5TH AVZNUB 
1906 



t 






rti 






/ 




THE GREENE COLLECTION 



M^^^HB letters described in the following 
M ^j pages present a graphic picture of 
^^^^ the stirring times in which they 
were written. Pathos, humor, comedy and 
tragedy are as strangely intermingled as in 
life itself; and these documents convince by 
their very simplicity. No one can rise from 
their perusal but must say "This is history." 
General Greene was careful to preserve letters, 
and so seems to have been his wife, his much 
adored ** Caty." In spite of this, compara- 
tively few have been printed — see the Cyclopas- 
dia of American Biography, edited by James 
Grant WHson and John Fiske, in which an 
extended notice of General Greene's life con- 
cludes : 

"A selection from his despatches relating to 
the Southern campaign is preserved in two 
folio volumes in the State Department. Some 
of his letters may be found in Force's * Arch- 
ives,' and others in Sparks's 'Correspondence 
of the American Revolution ; ' but the bulk of 



THE GREENE COLLECTION 

his correspondence still remains in manu- 
script." 

I doubt if there is extant any such series of 
letters to his wife as is here presented, and 
the letters to Mrs. Greene written by such 
men as General Knox, Edward Rutledge, 
General Wayne and General Vamum are in- 
deed remarkable. One letter of especial inter- 
est is that of General Wayne's, in which he 
announces that he has named a village in the 
Ohio country **Greeneville." Time has short- 
ened this to Greenville. But where almost 
every letter is of historical value, there is lit- 
tle profit in re-inditing the descriptions which 
will be found in this pamphlet. The extracts 
from the letters are brief, and barely more 
than hint at the contents. This was done 
purposely so that the buyer should have the 
opportunity to print them in fiill and in such 
shape as best pleased himself. 

I can truthfully say, however, that after a 
somewhat extended experience in buying and 
selling autograph letters I have seldom seen 
such an interesting series as the present. 

I am prepared to sell the collection as a 

whole at a moderate sum. The letters may 

be seen and price famished, on application to 

Geo. H. Richmond, 

358 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 

N. W. Cor. 34th Street, Centre Store. 

Yi 



LETTERS OF GENERAL NATHANAEL 
GREENE TO HIS WIFE, 1779-1785 

1. A. L. 8 pp. folio. West Point, Aug. 30, 
1779. 

Charming letter. Is extremely solicitous as to her 
health. Gives account of Col. Duer*s home and says 
that Lady Duer ''looks charmingly, much handsomer 
than ever I saw her and appears innnitely more happy. 
See the happy efforts of a good bedfellow ; but this 
you know by experience." 

Contains other humorous matter. Last page lacking. 

2. A. L. S., with initials. 4 pp. folio. 
"Camp at the Iron Works near Guilford 
Court House, March 18th, 1781." 

Important letter. "We have had a very severe 
general action with Lord Comwallis in which we 
were obliged to give up the ground. The action was 
long bloody and severe * * * It was one of the 
longest and most bloody actions I was ever in. I had 
not the honor of being wounded but was very near 
being taken havine rode in the heat of the action fall 
tilt directly into the midst of the enemy, but by Col. 
Morris calling to me and advertizing me of my situa- 
tion I just had time to retire. 

"Our Army tho' obliged to give up the ground, we 
retired in good order and the enemy suffered so severely 
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LETTERS BY AND TO 



in the action that thej dare not move towards us 
since ♦ ♦ ♦ He [Cornwallis] has great pride and 
ereat obstinacy and nothing but sound beating will 
mdnce him to quit this state which I am in hope of 
effecting before lone ♦ ♦ ♦ The force coming to the 
Southward and the situation of General Arnold in 
Virginia opens to us more flattering prospects to go 
Southward. But how uncertain are human affairs. 
I should be extremely happy if the war had an honor- 
able close and I on a farm with my little family about 
me. God grant the day may not be far distant when 
peace with all her train of blessings shall diffuse 
universal joy through America." 

THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN THREE DAYS AFTER THE 
BATTLE. 

3. A. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. "Connecticut 
Farm, June 9th, 1780." 

" The enemjr are still at Elizabeth Town about four 
about four miles from the place they first took post. 
They fell back the night before last and we were 
amused by various reports all day yesterday that they 
were crossing their whole force, but at night it was 
found out, that nothing but part of the horse and some 
of the waggons had crossed. 

''This morning they are still in the same place they 
were in last night. What their further intentions 
we know not and therefore have to wait the motions." 

4. A. L. S., with initials. 3 pp. folio. Camp 
Precaness, July 11, 1780. 

" I have got up from dinner to write you a line ♦ ♦ ♦ 
General McDougall and Knox with many other Gen- 
eral officers are at the table waiting for me * * * I 
am in want of a black and white feather to wear, the 
General Officers being directed to wear them by way 
of distinction ♦ ♦ ♦ The Tories in this place have 
hunted Govemot Livingston so closely that he is 
obliged to fly to the Army for protection." 

WRITTEN FOUR DAYS AFTER THE BURNING AND EVACU- 
ATION OF THE VILLAGE OF CONNECTICUT FARMS BY 
KNYPHAUSBN. 

8 



GBNBRAXr NATHANABL GRBBNB 

5. A. L. S., with initials. 2 pp. folio. 
" Camp Precaness, July 19th, 1780." 

"Your letter of the 12th ♦ ♦ ♦ reached me last 
night after I was in bed. Nothing could have been 
more welcome than the writer. ♦ • ♦ The Marquis 
La Fayette does me the honor to convey this letter to 
your hands." 

6. A. L. S., with initials. "Camp at Tap- 
pan, Aug. 14, 1780." 

A highly valuable letter. 

"I have been so hurry ed and employed since I came 
to this ground that I have forgot whether I have 
wrote you since I left Ver Planks Point at Kinesferry, 
Our prospects and intentions were frustrated there 
by the return of Sir Henry Clinton after which wc 
concluded to cross the North River and take post at 
this place. 

** I wrote you from Precaness that I had sent in my 
resignation as Q. M. General in such a way as obliged 
Congress to accept it. Thej were very angry at my 
refusing to act under their new system and have 
appointed Colnel Pickering Q. M. General. They are 
so vexed with me that they are about to suspend mv 
command in the line of the Army as I am informed. 
Should they take this step and I verily believe thev 
will, it will be one of the most high handed and arbi- 
trary measures that ever disgraced the Annals of a 
free people ♦ ♦ ♦ Mr. Washington says he was 
made very happy at meeting you in Newport and is a 
great admirer of Miss Varnum.'' Also speaks twice of 
Lafayette. 

7. A. L. S. 2 pages folio. "Camp near 
Hackensack, Sept. 16, 1780." 

" General Gate's defeat to the Southward and the 
report prevailing of a French Fleet being upon the 
coast from the West Indies prevents my being explicit 
upon the subject of your coming to camp." 

9 
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8. A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. "Camp Tappan, 
Oct. 7th, 1780." 



"I am this moment going to begin my march for 
West Point which place and the Troops on the East 
Side of the North River I am to have the command of. 
* * * Perhaps I may Impend the winter here and per- 
haps not. The situation is not much to my liking 
there being little prospect of glory or comfort, and 
therefore I am almost afraid to give you an invitation 
to come and see me. However S you think you could 
be happy in this dreary situation with me I shall be 
happy to receive you to my arms." 



9. A. L. S., with initials. 4 pp. folio. "Mr. 
Mandaviirs, Oct. 20th, 1780." 

A note on the letter states that Mr. Mandavill's 
house was opposite West Point. The letter itself 
commences: "I am rendered unhappy beyond expres- 
sion in that fatal necessity obliges me to take my 
leave of you in this way ♦ ♦ ♦ Nothing should 
have torn me from you but the General's absolute 
orders to come on and not to let any thing detain me 
—not even ill health." After detailing his route to 
the South and explaining that it will be impossible for 
Mrs. Green to join him the General continues : 

'' Besides this Mrs. Washington is the only acquaint- 
ance you have in that part of the World and she will 
be at Camp this winter in New Jersey." He concludes 
" How and when I shall return God only knows." 



10. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. Mr. MandavilPs, 
Oct. 21, 1780. 

'' I am this moment setting off for the Southward 
having kept expresses flying all night to see if I could 
hear nothing of you * * * If heaven preserves us 
until we meet our felicity will repay all the painfull 
moments of long separation." 

10 



GBNBRAI^ NATHANAEL GRBBNB 

11. Portion of Autograph Letter. 2 
pp. folio. From Philadelphia, Oct. 28, 1780. 

" I have protracted my setting out by every means 
in my power. But Southern gentlemen as well as 
the Commander in Chief urge my pushing forward as 
everything will be in the greatest confusion by General 
Gates relinquishing the command/' 

12. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. Camp Precaness, 
Oct. 22, 1780. 

" Our affairs are distressing to the Southard and the 
Genl. pressing my departure." Mentions Col. Hughes 
and General Morris, etc. 

13. A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. "Richmond, Nov. 
18, 1780.'' 

"I am now In the capital of Virginia and should feel 
myself tolerably easy notwithstanding the difficulties 
which I foresee I have to contend with, was it not for 
the distress and anxiety which you are in; the very 
contemplacion of which hangs heavy upon my spirits. 

* * * I was at his Excellencys General Washington's 
seat and spent a day with Mrs. Washington. She en- 

?uired very kindly after you and will write you which 
must beg you to answer ♦ ♦ ♦ The enemy have 
made an incursion into this State and landed and forti- 
fied at Portsmouth as if they intended to establish a 
permanent post there, but all at once they have evacu- 
ated it and embarked the whole of their troops ♦ ♦ ♦ 
I am great hopes the spirit of the inhabitants will check 
Lord Cornwallis* bold advances into North Carolina." 

14. A. L. " Camp on the Pedee, Dec. 29, 
1780.'' 2 pp. folio. 

Speaks of '* Your distress and anxiety on hearing of 
my appointment to the Command of the Southern 
Army ♦ ♦ ♦ the roads waylaid by so many Tories 
and letters subject to so many accidents I dare not 
write you upon a thousand matters which I wish to 

* * * I am posted in the wilderness on a great river." 

11 
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15. A. L. 2 pp. folio. ** Col. Ramsey's, 
Deep River, N. Carolina, March 30th, 1781." 

Regrets Mrs. Greene's determination to come to the 
South. Speaks of the shocking scenes, deyastation 
and dangers of the country, Says when she has once 
passed Virginia she will be in great hazard. 

16. A. L. 3 pp. folio. Camp at Fryday's 
Ferry on the Congaree, May 15, 1781. 

" Since I wrote you of our defeat or rather repulse at 
Camden the enemy have CYacuated that place, burnt 
the greater part of their baggage and stores and re- 
tired with precipitation towards Charlestown. There 
has also surrendered to our Army under different com- 
mands the fort at Orangsburee, Motts and Fry day's 
with not less than three or four hundred prisoners. 
Ninety-six and Augusta are both invested and I hope 
will soon be in our possession after which the enemy 
will have no post but upon the sea coast except at 
Nelson's Ferry at Walboo the former of which I expect 
will be soon evacuated. 

Lord Cornwallis is on his march towards Hallifax in 
North Carolina and General Philips is operating in 
Virginia ♦ ♦ ♦ Marquis de La Fayette and Baron 
Steuben are both in Virginia and I pray God they may 
be successful in that quarter." 

17. A. L. 8 pp, 4to. '*Camp High Hills, 
Santee, South Carolina, July 18, 1781." 

" The confusion and disorder which has prevailed in 
Virginia must make you very happy that you did not 
come to the Southward. Mrs. Washington was obliged 
to fly from her seat at midnight ♦ ♦ ♦ South Caro- 
lina and Georgia have been the seat and are still of a 
hot and bloody war. Therefore you would have no 
resting place in this country on this side Pennsylvania 
* * * General Washington wrote me that a stroke 
was meditating against New York. If so they will have 
a busy time of it * * * We have obliged the enemy 
to evacuate their post at Ninety-six and broken up 
most of their strongholds even to the gates of Charles- 
town." 

12 
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18. A. L. 8 pp. folio. " Charlestown, Aug. 
1, 1783." 

" Notwithstanding all I wrote you the other day I 
love you most affectionately and in saying this I speak 
not half what I feel." The rest of the letter is of the 
same private nature, and contains detailed accounts of 
the people with whom he is mixing, gossip, etc. 

19. A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. Charlestown, 
Aug. 4, 1783. 

Speaks of his financial troubles in strong terms. Of a 
thousand pounds in one investment there is scarcely 
fifty left. Concludes with ** an interesting event." 

** Mrs. Washington is in bed with a daughter. The 
Col. is as proud upon the occasion as if he had got a 
Roman triumph." 

20. A. L. S. 4 pp. folio. Charlestown, 
Aug. 17, 1784. 

Sends Mrs. Greene some curtain trimmings and other 
articles amounting to £16. 13. 6. Speaks also of send- 
ing a cask of rum and the disposition to be made of his 
servants, etc. 

21. A. L. S. 4 pp. folio. Charlestown, 
Aug. 21, 1784. 

Speaks of his troubles with a Mr. Banks, domestic 
details, etc. Concludes **The South Carolina people 
write their friends that the people of New York are not 
sociable. I hope this charge won't lay against you. 
Try to shew them every mark of respect and atten- 
tion." 

22. A. L. 8 pp, 4to. ** Charlestown, Sept. 
8, 1784." (Signature cut off.) 

" I can get no news from Virginia. It is more difficult 
to get intelligence from Virginia than from London." 

Repeats the charge of the South Carolina people that 
the inhabitants of New York are unsociable, also 
speaks at length of his embarrassed affairs. 

13 
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23. A. L. S., with initials. 15 pp, 4to. 
Charlestown, April 14, 1785. 

Complains that Mrs. Greene has not written him for 
three months. Gives a long and interesting account of 
his voyage to Cumberland Island, and also gives a 
detailed description of the Island itself. General Greene 
describes in a lively way his reception by the Spanish 
Governor at St. Augustine, the multitude of compli- 
ments given and received— "My stock was soon ex- 
hausted but what I lacked in conversation I made up 
in bowing." The general also graphically describes 
the charms of "the Governante'* and her daughters, 
the latter "are not handsome, their complexions are 
rather tawny but they have got sweet languishing 
eyes. They look as if they could love with great vio- 
lence." 

A VERY FINB LETTER. 

24. A. L. S., with initials. 2 pp. folio. 
Charlestown, May 29, 1785. 

"I will bring you a Fawn when I come and the 
Myrtle. This is I suppose for Mrs. Redwood. I think 
I had something like a commission of this sort but I 
have had too much perplexity to pay the common civ- 
ilties of life much less those of gallantry," etc., etc. 

25. A. L. S. 4 pp, 4to. *' Charlestown, 
Sept. 10, 1784.'' 

"I wish my prospects were more promising for a 
speedy return." Speaks of his financial troubles and 
says: 

" It is vexatious to be perplexed with other people's 
affairs and had not my public situation imposed the 
necessity I could never forgive myself. And even tinder 
that, ii I could have foreseen the risk and dMcalty I 
should have let matters gone to ruin rather than ruin 
myseU, 
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PART II 

LETTERS OF GENERAL NATHANAEL 
GREENE TO VARIOUS PEOPLE 

26. A. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. No place or date, 
but endorsed "March, 1782, To Mr. Hamil- 
ton.'' 

Sending returns of goods issued to the light troops 
under Lee and Laurens. 

27. L. S. 10 pp, 4to. Charles Town, 
March 8, 1783. To Governor Guerard and 
endorsed "the letter that gave umbrage on 
the subject of repealing the 5 pr. cent act." 

This very long and historically valuable letter 
appears to be in the autograph of Alexander Hamilton, 
and corrected and signed by General Greene. It is en- 
dorsed "To Gov. Guerard March 8th, 1783 the letter 
that gave umbrage of repealing the 5 per cent act." 

The letter forms an important document relating to 
the formation of the Government. Among the things 
he says may be quoted : 

" I confess I am one of those who think our Inde- 
pendence can only prove a blessing under Congressional 
influence. Every government has the seeds of commo- 
tion in it ♦ ♦ ♦ but the weight and influence of this 
bod^ will depend upon the estimation and support they 
receive from the states. ♦ ♦ ♦ The Army to the 
Northward are in the highest state of discontent and 
the same may be expected to the Southward. 

16 
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28. A. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. [March 9, 1783] 
to Governor Guerard. 

The Governor had written to General Greene com- 
plaining that the army had been foraging upon the 
people. The General in reply says : "there is no other 
mode fixed upon by Government for the supply of the 
Army. Due respect shall ever be paid to the laws of 
the State when it is possible, but in the present case 
• • * the moment the Government puts it in our 
power to stop those impresses they shall stop.'' 



29. A. L. 7 pp, 4to. [Charlestown, March 
14, 1783] to Governor Guerard. 

Supplementary to the letter of the 8th, noticed 
above. 

" I find my letter of the 8th to Your Excellency has 
been greatly misapprehended by the Assembly. I did 
not conceive it unparliamentary to receive information 
from military men and that stating probable conse- 
quences was invading either parliamentary freedom of 
debate or decision. ♦ ♦ ♦ i have as just a regard 
for civil liberty as any man nor would I relinquish the 
rights of a Citizen for all the glory of conquest * * * 
I thought I was in the way of my duty in making the 
representation. I think so still and if my expressions 
were less guarded than might have been expected it 
was from a persuasion I both had and needed the con- 
fidence of the people." 



30. A. L. 2 pp, 4to, and undated, but en- 
dorsed "Nath. Greene to Rutledge, Esq., 
1784.'' 

Tells of the death of John Banks, the person of whom 
he speaks so bitterly in letters to Mrs. Greene described 
in this collection. Speaks of his own financial condi- 
tion, which he says is " now worse than ever." 

16 
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31. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio [1784]. To 
Francis Tate. 

"I find by Major Forsyth's books and Mr. Hunters 
information that you are indebted to that Company 
upwards of £600 pounds sterling. You know how 
this company have been oppressed and how this debt 
arose. I am persuaded it is unnecessary to use argu- 
ments to urge you to take proper measures to secure 
them. Both justice and generosity claim it but besides 
these reasons you have more to expect from them than 
from those who have pushed you so hardly of late." 



32. A, L. S. 4 pp. folio. " Mulberry Grove, 
Jan. 8th, 1785,'' to Mr. Griffin Greene. 

Relates to financial matters, and throws a good deal 
of light upon the General's personal afifairs at this 
period. 

''Should any accident attend me my family will be 
reduced to desperate circumstances." 

Further he speaks of enclosing a letter for Lafayette, 
and concludes : 

*' Persevere and faint not, an inflexible constancy will 
triumph." 



33. A. L. "Charlestown, Feb. 4tli, 1785," 
endorsed "To the Governor of South Caro- 
Una, Feb. 4, 1785." 

Interesting letter speaking of a Mr. Fenwick's 
claims. 

** Intelligence to an Army is like the soul to the body, 
it directs all its motions ♦ ♦ ♦ Mr. Fenwicks in- 
telligence was accurate and seasonable. We had 
timely information from him to counteract several 
British detachments. All the country can witness 
from their perpetual alarms how necessary this was 
for their safety." 

17 
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I 34. A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. Charleston, Feb. 

6, 1785, to Comptroller Milligan. 

On examining ''the account and arrangement of the 
public bills drawn on this department'' and calling 
attention to errors. 

Objects to many charges to him on account of Banks 
to whose account they should be debted. Asks for 
J balance due **fbr no man on earth wants it more,** 

35. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. "Savannah, 
March 8, 1785, to William Gibbons." 

"My engagements for the Contractors of the Army 
in this Country have exposed me to heavy losses and 
subjected me to endless difficulties. 

"The deplorable situation of our finances and the 
distresses of the Army for want of provisions obliged 
me to compl;^ to save the country from further cala- 
maties. But it has been a terrible misfortune and en- 
grosses all my time and attention.'' 

36. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. "Savannah, 
March 9, 1785, to Nicholas HuflFman.'' 

Owing to the shortness of his crop he is unable to 

} f i fulfill his engagements. 

d "I have some hopes of getting the monev in another 

I i way but should I fail in that I will have the money at 

h I any expense rather than leave the money unpaid.'' 

37. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. Savannah, March 
9, 1785, to Mr. Dennis De Bert. 

In the same strain as the previous letter. He speaks 
of Cumberland Island which he owned. 

"The British Transports employed to take off the in- 
habitants of East Florida coast and carried off great 
quantities of live oak and bog lumber from Cumber- 
land Island. If you can find out the Capt. and owners 
so as to make them account for it you will render me 
an essential service. 

18 
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38. A. L. 2 pp. folio. "Savannah, 
Georgia, April 3rd, 1785, to Dennis De Bert. 

"Supplementary to the previous letter desires to 
know the value of his timber on Cumberland Island, 
and says " address me at Newport Rhode Island where 
my family are and to which place I shall soon return." 

39. A. L. S. 9 pp, 4to. "Charleston, 
April 15, 1785." " To Mr. Marbois. Consul." 

" I am told by Col. Wadsworth that you have some 
inclinations to be interested in Cumberland Island in 
the State of Georgia and want a description of it and 
the conditions upon which it may be had." 

Then follows a long description of the Island, its 
soil, fauna, flora, etc. The General concludes : 

** Was I not involved from my engagements for the 
public in the Southern department I would not sell any 
part of it." 

40. A. L. S. 3pp, 4to. " Charleston, June 
4, 1785, to Strackhen & Co." 

Financial troubles. 

41 A. L. S. 1 page, 4to. *'New York, 
Aug. 8, 1785," to Mr. James Abeel. 

In relation to a contract for the supply of "Camp 
Kettles and other articles." 

42. A.L. S. 6pp,4to. "May 17th, 1785," 
to Major Pierce. 

Relates to the failure of the General's rice crop and to 
a difference of opinion as to the terms of a contract. 

"X am sorry the first contract we ever made we 
should have so widely mistaken each other. I trust 
you know me too well to suppose I would seek any 
mean or pitiful advantage. As it has been a mistake 
you may put it on any footing you please." 

19 
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43. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. "Newport, July 
24, 1785.'' To Mr. Russell. 

Declines to honor draft because it includes some items 
of a public nature. * 'And if the public will not pass them 
they cannot come against me for I gave then only such 
orders as were given me * * * I will never involve 
myself further for the Public, being now under engage- 
ments for supplies for the Southern Army for more than 
I am worth and which should it finally fall on me will 
reduce me and my family to beggary and want and of 
all the moneys due me from the public I cannot get a 
shiUing.'' 



44. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. " New York, Aug. 
Tth, 1785." Margin damaged. To "His 
Excellency, Don Diego.'* 

Introducing his cousin, Mr. Griffin Greene. 



45. A.L. S. 1pp. folio. "New York, Aug, 
12th. 1785." To Mr. Pierce. 

Has been informed Pierce will bring suit. '* I could 
not have expected to have been treated with such in- 
delicacy nor should I have expected such an instance of 
unkindmess from an inhabitant of South Carolina. 



46. A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. No place or date 
but endorsed "To His Excellency, Gov, 
Green, 22 Aug. 1785.'' 

Strongly urges the Governor to proceed to do justice 
to a Mr. Vassel. 

"Power is often the minister of injustice where 
people are agitated with public commotions but con- 
viction and redress often follow when truth and reason 
prevail." 

20 
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47. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. "Newport, Aug. 
23, 1785," to Mr. William Shattuck of Bos- 
ton. 

Relates to securities given for the purchase of Cum- 
berland Island. After acquainting Mr. Shattuck with 
the state of his finances, and referring to the public 
obligations pressing heaTilj upon him, the General 
says : '* Demands are now made upon me for more than 
ten thousand pounds sterling.'' 

47. A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. " Newport, Sept. 
29, 1785, "to Colonel Carrington. 

Asks the Colonel to retain enough public monies to 
pay "bills against the Commissary and Hospital 
Departments in South Carolina, which I was threat- 
ened to be sued for last summer, only for having au- 
thorised the persons to purchase for the public in thr 
same way you was authorised to provide for youe 
Department ♦ ♦ ♦ I have laid a state of the whole 
matter relative to my engagements for that house 
before Congress and claim their indemnity." 

48. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. "Newport, Oct. 
4tli, 1785," to Colonel Wadsworth. 

"Inclosed I send you my Deed for the Property upon 
the North River. Please to dispose of it for me as soon 
as you can and on the best terms you can." Also asks 
the Colonel to pay Mr. Rappelyea as "It will be more 
agreeable to be your debtor than his." Mentions Dr. 
Stiles, and says that some gentlemen in Providence are 
disposed to take a concern in Cumberland. 

49. A. L. S. 4 pp, 4to. Charleston, Nov. 
23, 1785. Marked in pencil "To Ethan 
Clarke." 

** When news is scarce and little matters grow into 
Importance some things attract the public notice which 
would otherwise lay buried in the bustle of life. From 
this circumstance it is possible the Southern papers 
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may have announced to you our safe arrival in Georgia 
before this letter comes to hand. We arrived in sixteen 
days after we left Newport. The passage was long 
and disagreeable. Caty's sufferings were inexpressible. 
Her fears magnified the smallest dangers into certain 
ruin. However we had two gales in one of which we 
lost a man overboard, that were not pleasant and not 
altogether free from danger. Caty was so affrighted 
during their greatest violence as most to lose her 
senses. It was truly distressing to see her distress. 
The children were a little sick at first but cheerful all 
the rest of the voyage and far less trouble than could 
have been imagined. We landed all safe without injury 
to passengers or property. Indeed everything came 
much better than I expected that we brought on deck. 
The carriages were neither of them the least injured. It 
was happy for us we had not our horses as we must 
have thrown them overboard to have quieted Caty*8 
fears if not from actual stress of weather. We found 
the house, situation and outbuildings more convenient 
and pleasing than we expected. The prospect is de- 
lightful and the house magnificent but very dirty. Nell 
was eight days mounted on a stage scowering the cor- 
nishes (sic) and painted plastering upon the sides of the 
wall and several more were spent upon the wainscoat- 
ing and floors," etc., etc. 

50. A. L. S. 1 page, 4to. "Mulberry 
Grove, April 16th, 1786, To the Council of 
Georgia." 

*' It is totally incompatible with my situation in life 
to hold any public office," etc. 

51. A. L. S. 9 pp, 4to. No date or place, 
but endorsed. " To Robert Morris.'* 

An exceptionally interesting letter relating to finance 
and the political situation. 

** I am made very happy by your determination to 
remain in office, and I hope time and a little more ex- 
perience will produce a more enlightened policy among 
the States. Opinions more favorable to Continentsd 
measures are gaining ground here dayly but I even 
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doubt now the adoption of the late plan for collecting 
a dutjr ♦ ♦ ♦ I am very happy the Troops are going 
to their respective States and the sooner they are dis- 
banded the better," etc. 

52. A. D. S. 2 pp. folio, no date. Endorsed 
"Answer to Greenwich address.'* 

** Was my heart of a colder make or my affections less 
interested. Your kind and pleasing address conld not 
fail to kindle them into life. I embrace with lively 
emotions your generous welcome and rejoice with you 
in our common triumph. If my conduct in the progress 
of this war has any claim to approbation your steady 
patriotism merits the highest applause/' etc. 

53. A. D. S. 1 p. folio. No place or date. 

Commences ''To which address General Greene re- 
turned the following answer to wit : 

"To the Governor and Company in General Assem- 
bly. 

"Gentlemen 

** My bosom is warm with eratitude from your kind 
and affectionate address. ♦ • • I feel myself wedded 
to the interest and happiness of this State from the 
earliest attachments/' etc., etc. 

54. General Greene's Will. An original 
copy of his will entirely in his own hand, 
signed and dated 7th Oct. 1783. 2 pages, 
folio. 

A document of the greatest personal interest. 

55. Memorandum Book, entirely in Gen- 
eral Greene's hand. 36 pp, 8yo. 

Memoranda of moneys paid and received, personal 
items, etc., such as *' Thomas Sample, Sadler of New 
York has got my pistol, he took it with a view to make 
a pair of holsters. Sept. 2, 1776." Also 

**27th Aug. the Battle was fought on Long Island. 
On the 30th our Army retreated from the Island." 
There is a receipt signed by Gen. James Wilkinson." 
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56. L. S. 2 pp. folio and address, May 
2nd, 1779, to Nehemiah Hubbard, Esqr. 
Dep't, Q. M. Gen'l. 

Requesting Mr. Hubbard to procure a sufficient num- 
ber of teams and teamsters to supply the army under 
Gen'l. Putnam, also enough horses so that the army 
can move at any moment. The wagon masters to re- 
ceive eighty dollars per month and two rations, the 
teamsters twenty pounds, Pennsylvania money, and a 
suit of clothes as a bounty. 

" You inquire how you are to settle with the people 
for the damage done the Farmers by the Troops under 
the command of Gen'l. Putnam ? It has been made a 
rule in the Army, and is agreeable to a Resolution of 
Congress upon that head, to allow no damage at all, 
as damage : but I have paid the reasonable value for 
everything taken for the use of the Army, the same as 
is contracted for." 

57. A. L. S. 2 pp, large folio. Camp on 
the River Peedee, Dec. 31, 1780, to Thomas 
JeflFerson. 

Fine historical letter. *' I have taken an entire new 
disposition with the Army. One part is with me, on 
this river about 80 miles from Charlotte and the other 
is with General Morgan on Broad River on the west 
side of the Catabaw about 60 miles from Charlotte. 
• * * Lord Cornwallis continues in the neighborhood 
of Cambden and General Lesb^ is arrived at Charles- 
town and on his waj^ to join his Lordship. What they 
will attempt upon a junction is diffictdt to tell nor have 
I it in mjr power for want of hard money to get the 
smallest intelligence," etc., etc. 

58. A. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. Charleston, June 
11, 1785, to Thomas Jeflferson. 

Introducing a Mr. McQueen to Mr. Jefferson in Paris. 
"We are in anxious expectation to have the ultimate 
determination of the Emperor Joseph and the Court of 
Prance respecting the Dutch War." 
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LETTERS TO GENERAL GREENE 

MoRDECAi Gist 

Commanded the first company raised in 
Maryland for the defence of popular liberty. 
Was present at Comwallis's surrender and 
served as Brigadier-General under Greene. 
He had two children, one of whom he named 
** Independent" and the other "States." 
There are three letters in the collection ad- 
dressed to Gen. Greene, as follows: 

59. A. L. S. 1 page folio. 10th July, 1782. 

Giving the details of construction of a bridge ''to be 
thrown across the river." Fine war specimen. 

60. A. L. S. 1 page folio. Marked " Pri- 
vate," and dated 11th July, 1782. "To the 
Honble Major-General Greene." 

Has received a letter from Col. Laurens, but has had 
to refuse the additional Guard requested. Asks General 
Greene if Col. Laurens is engaged "in the line of Intelli- 
gence" and if so, will supply "such Guard as may be 
necessary." 

61. A. L. S. 8 pages, 4to. Aug. 27, 1782. 
"Light Camp, Chehan Neck.'' 

A most valuable historical letter, ^^iving a detailed 
account of the battle in which was killed " the Bayard 
of the Revolution," Colonel John Laurens. 
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Enclosed in the letter is the original report of the 
killed, wounded and missing, written and signed bj 
Major Beall. 

62. GuERARD Benjamin, Governor of S. 
Carolina. L. S. 1 page, large folio. "Gov- 
ernment House, Charles Town, 28th March, 
1783," to Major-General Greene, with ad- 
dress marked ** On Public Service." 

Transmits "the Resolves of the General Assembly 
respecting jour ordering a small detachment from the 
Corps of Artillery and all the Ordnance and Ordnance 
stores to be left for the defence of this State, on the 
eventual Removal of the Army — and a distribution of 
the Cavalry in the three Southern States for the 
reasons therein assigned. 

"To which by the advice of the Privy Council I have 
to add that you will be pleased also in such case to 
leave us the galley belonging to the United States," 
etc., etc. 

63. John Hamilton. A. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. 
"Camden, 10th September, 1781," with ad- 
dress and an enclosure '* Deficiencies in Cloth- 
ing sent from Philadelphia, 31st Aug. 1781," 
also signed by Hamilton, D. C. G. 

Gives the full details of the clothing sent and is en- 
dorsed in General Greene's hand, "A supply of clothing 
at last," a brief but significant commentary upon the 
condition of the Continental Army. 

64. George Ker, Captain. Endorsed by- 
General Greene. "From Capt. Ker, April 9, 
1783, The Flag.'' 

Denies to General Greene that there is any truth In 
the report promtdgated by the Governor that he will 
become a citizen. 

65. Henry Lee, "Light Horse Harry." 
A. L. S. 3 pp, folio. "Benbow Ferry on 
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Black-river 2nd, May, 1781,'' with address 
and postscript on the cover. 

A spleiidid and valuable letter. 

"I have the honor of your letter of yesterday. It is 
the first that ever arrived in proper time : the express 
has done his duty. 

** Reassured that no prospects and no difficulty shall 
prevent my joining you on the first notice of his Lord- 
ship's approach, or of the arrival of the cavalry." 

By a letter from Pedee (30th April, Robbey Ferry), 
the British troops were still in Wilmington. 

"It appears dubious what his Lordship intends, his 
pride will urge him to continue the prosecution of his 
plan for the campaign, however repugnant to the in- 
terest of his king. If he adopts this conduct, we must 
prove to the world how fatile British conquests are, 
and force mankind to admire the vigor of your opera- 
tions. Much will depend on us and no human exertion 
will be wanting. I feel an assurance of brilliant prow- 
ess which will be pleasing in every point of view but 
especially so, as it must and to make happy, a General 
struggling without materials a well appointed veteran 
army. 

"The movement you have in contemplation I hope 
may be carried into execution. It will countenance the 
proceedings give a face of vigor to your operations 
and will render my junction much more ready. 

"Gen. Marion can supply you with about 150 good 
dragoon horses from his militia, most of them im- 
pressed horses. He might in my opinion spare 60 
which would be a happy supply,*' etc. 

the above letter was sent through general 
Marion. 

66. Alexander Maptin. Acting Governor 
of N. C. Colonel in Revolution, etc. L. S. 
2 pp, folio. Salisbury, Sept. 19, 1781. 

Remarkable historical lettter. 

"Amid the applause of this Continent for the great 
success of the American Arms under God and your 
command permit me to congratulate you on the great 
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Event at the Etaw Springs, which we flatter ourselves 
has broke the British Power to the Southward and rc- 
leaced the two Southern States from its further Domi- 
nation and Tyranny. 

"But in the general Joy I am sorry to say that Gov- 
ernor Burke was surprised and taken by a party of 
three hundred Tories last week together with some 
other officers at Hillsborough, where he had arrived 
with a small Guard, a few days before to direct the 
operations of the upper Militia against them who im- 
mediately retreated on their way down the Country. 
By this event the Government of this State from our 
Constitution devolves upon me for the Time being as 
Speaker of the Senate: ♦ • • I beg to request your 
immediate interposition for the exchange of Governor 
Burke," etc., etc. 

67. GouYERNECR MoRRis. Founder of 
Morrisania. Member Continental and Pro- 
vincial Congresses, etc. A. L. S. 1 page, 4to. 
Philadelphia, 11th Sept., 1781. 

Valuable letter explaining the cipher to be used in 
secret correspondence. 

"It is the cipher also of which the Commander in 
Chief has one duplicate and consequently when you 
shall have received it you will be able to correspond 
with him." 

A long sentence and its equivalent in cipher is given. 

68. Robert Morris. The financier of the 
Revolution. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. Office of 
Finance, Sept. 14th, 1781, with address and 
seal. 

69. Robert Morris. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. 
Office of Finance, Nov. 2, 1781. 

" I am sure it is unnecessary to remark how inade- 
quate the Provisions have been which the States have 
hitherto made. At least it is unnecessary to you. 
Much less need I explain the detail of expenditures 
which have been requisite for the accomplishment of 
that happy event which has taken place in Virginia." 
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70. Robert Morris. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. 
Office of Finance, 10th Sept., 1781. 

" The Superintendent of Finance, in particular cir- 
cumstanced as the American Superintendent is, must 
give the fullest applause to an Officer who finds in his 
own Genius an ample Resource for the want of Men 
Money Cloaks Arms and Supplies.'' 

71. David Olyphant, Medical Director. 
A. L. S. 1 page, 4to. Philadelphia, Sept. 
10th, 1781. 

** — the supplies for the Army of the United States are 
now arrived with Col. Laurence, pretty general and 
considerable in quantity, even a respectful assortment 
of Medicines, Instruments, etc." 

72. William Pierce. Captain and Aide to 
General Greene throughout the war. 

Portion of autograph letter covering 4 pages, 4to, 
dated from Williamsburg, Virginia, Nov. 28th, 1781. 

An account of his progress towards South Carolina 
with dispatches. 

"I had a letter from the President of Congress in- 
closing the particular thanks of that body to you and 
the Army for the services of this Campaign." 

Though a portion of this letter is missing it contains 
many interesting particulars. 

73. Otho H. Williams, Brigadier-General 
in the Revolution, etc. A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. 
Hagar's Town, 22nd July, 1782. 

A long, closely written letter, the ink of which has 
£aded and which can only be read with some difficulty. 

The writer expresses the most aflfectionate sentiments 
towards General Greene. In one place he says : 

** I have many times been asked whether a good un- 
derstanding is maintained between the Commander- 
in-Chief and his friend the Hero of the South, the enter- 
r rising, the fighting the fortunate General Greene ♦ ♦ ♦ 
have always answered in the affirmative,'* etc. 

This letter is endorsed "A model of an affectionate 
and noble heart.*' 
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LETTERS TO MRS. CATHERINE GREENE, 

WIFE OF THE GENERAL, FROM 

VARIOUS PEOPLE 

74. Edward Carrington, Lieut.-Col. 1st 
Cont. Artillery, 1776-83. A. L. S. 3 pp,4to. 
Richmond, Feb. 11, 1792. 

Carrington was Greene's Quartermaster-General, 
and was foreman of the jury which tried Aaron Burr. 
He commanded the Artillery at Yorktown. 

The letter relates to claims before Congress to re- 
imburse General Greene's estate for monies spent in the 
public service. 

75. Caleb Gibbs, Major wounded at York- 
town. A. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. **Camp three 
miles from Newport, 16th Atigust, 9 o'clock 
evening, 1778." 

The gallant major was evidently much smitten by 
the charms of General Varnum's daughter. 

" — and in the same breath ask how the Dear — Dear 

— Dear Miss V n does ♦ • • The pudding and 

pye which Miss V n sent to the General was superb 

and if possible far exceld the honey-comb in sweet- 
ness," etc. 
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76. Hugh Hughes. Ass't. Q. M. Gen. 
A. L. S. 4 pp, 4to. Albany, Jan. 9th, 1781. 

Evidently in reply to a request from Mrs. Greene for 
news of the Genersu. He commences : 

"Yes, Ma'am, I have heard o/ tho' not Irom the 
General. The headquarters is at Charlotte 80 miles 
distant from Camden where the enemy's Headquarters 
are." 

After speaking of the state of Comwallis's camp, he 
says: "An unfortunate afifair has taken place in the 
Pennsylvania Line which you must be acquainted 
with, I presume Ma'am. But by a Letter trom his 
Excellency, General Washington, to General Schuler 
which the Latter read to me, it is likely to be compro- 
mised without any of those bad consequences that 
were at first apprehended. At least that was his Ex- 
cellency's opinion on the 10th inst.," etc. 

77. Henry Knox, General. Distinguished 
at Bunker-Hill and throughout the war. 
A. L. S. 6 pp, folio. New York, 31st Au- 
gust, 1787. 

Fine and interesting letter respecting the prospects 
of Mrs. Greene's son George. Advises he be sent to 
France. 

"The Marquis de la Fayette is perfectly ready to 
perform the oflfices of a kind parent." Then follows a 
long extract from a letter on the subject by the Mar- 
quis, continuing : 

" I mentioned to Colonel Wads worth in my last let- 
ter that I had executed certain inscriptions and devices 
on two pieces of cannon designed by Congress to be 
presented to Gen. Greene. The cannon are here and 
their carriages at West Point ♦ ♦ ♦ Mr. Jay has 
received from Mr. Jefferson a gold medal designed also 
for your late illustrious husband," etc. 

78. Henry Knox. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. New 
York, 18 May, 1788. 

"Your lovely son, embarks with all the intrepidity 
of an hero," etc. 
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79. Henry Knox. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. 
New York, 10th September, 1790. 

Encloses a letter from Mr. Rutledge. Advises her 
"Let the Creditors, Banks's and all tear the Estate 
to pieces and sell it at auction, land, negroes and every 
other part of the estate. Such a proceeding open and 
notorious would raise you and your children an host 
of friends, and would most probably be the cause of 
obtaining for you and them a better revenue," etc. 

80. Henry Knox. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. 
New York, 28th June, 1790. 

Relating to Mrs. Greene's affairs. 

81. Tobias Lear. Secretary to General 
Washington. A. L. S. 4 pp, 4to. Ports- 
mouth, N. H., April 20th, 1790." 

Tells Mrs. Greene that he is attending to her business 
notwithstanding his own, ''which might naturally be 
supposed to engross all my attention." The "busi- 
ness" was particular, as may be seen. "On Thursday 
next I shall receive her hand^ and if I do not enjoy as 
much matrimonial felicity as anv human being has a 
right to expect, I shall give up all pretentions to calcu- 
lation." 

81. Tobias Lear. A. L., with initials. 6pp, 
4to, dated merely ** Monday evening." 

With cover and seal. 

A verjr remarkable letter, which even at this distance 
of time it would not be proper to publish. 

83. Samuel Liyermore. Judge, Member 
Cont. Congress, etc. A. L. S. 1 pp, 4to. 
Feb. 14. n. d. 

Invites himself to tea. 
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84. Samuel Liyermore. A. L. S. 1 page, 
4to. ** Tuesday evening.'* 

" Will meet Mrs. Greene at seven o'clock.** 

"I must first drink tea with a sweet pretty Quaker 

lady, but that shall be overtime enough to wait on my 

dear Empress,** etc. 

85. Charles Pettit, Ass't Q. M. Gen., 
1778-1781. M. C.,etc. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. 
Philadelphia, 24th Aug., 1783. 

Long and interesting letter, giving news of General 
Greene, gossip of the town, etc. 

86. Charles Pettit. A. L.S. 2 pp. folio. 
"Philadelphia, 25th June, 1782/' 

Speaks of the progress of her son at school, and says 
he nas put him at Dr. Witherspoon*s. A long and 
friendly letter. 

Edward Rutledge 

Signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
etc. A remarkable series of letters, as 
follows : — 

87. Edward Rutledge. A. L. S. 4 pp. 
folio. No place, Jan. 8, 1789. 

An affecting letter upon the scarcity of Mrs. Greene's 
friends and her many troubles. 

" If the public services and private virtues of any 
man could have secured protectors to his family, your 
General had a right to have expected them. 

88. Edward Rutledge. A. L. S. 3 pp. 
folio. No place, May 22, 1789. 

Advises Mrs. Greene to go to New York and lay her 
claims before Congress. 

" As Col. Hamilton is on the spot and is a gentleman 
of very superior abilities I think he should be requested 
to draw up your petition. 
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89. Edward Rutledge. A. L. S. 3pp. folio. 
Charleston Aug. 14, 1789. To Mrs. Greene 
to the care of the Honble Major Gen. Knox. 

Again, after much friendly advice, repeats that 
Col. Hamilton should address Congress on her behalf. 
'*Gen. Greene's own memorial to the late Congress will 
famish him with all the material facts.*' 

A long, interesting and eloquent letter. 

90. Edward RuTLEDGE. A.L.S. 3pp, 4to. 
June 3rd, 1791. No place. 

Written in great stress of mind on account of the 
dangerous illness of his wife. Col. Wadsworth is to be 
urged at all hazards to attend the presentation of Mrs. 
Greene's petition to Congress. 

" If after all this he would not come forward, by 
Heaven I would write to the Speaker of the House and 
request that the absence of the late Friend to the Gen- 
eral should cast no imputation on your claim," etc. 

91. Edward RuTLEDGE. A.L.S. 3pp, 4to. 
April 12th, 1790. 

Business of the claim. ** God knows that m^^ Heart 
is devoted to the Interest of you and your cmldren — 
that I have a sacred Regard for the memory of our 
departed friend." 

89. Edward Rutledge. A. L. S. No place, 
3pp, 4to. Aug. 13, 1791. 

Business of the estate. Mentions Gen. Wayne and 
others. Many expressions of great friendship. 

93. Edward Rutledge. A. L. S. 3pp, 4to. 
No place. April 17, 1792. 

Regrets that Mrs. Greene has been so unjustly 
treated, but advises her to persevere. "It was by that 
quality, that America was ultimately successfol," etc. 
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94. Edward Rutledge. A. L. S. 4pp, 4to. 
No place or date. 

Is much concerned at Mrs. Greene's condition. 

"Sickness, poverty and unkind treatment of your 
dear boy, are doubtless such a load of woe as to shake 
the finest minds.*' 

Refers to her son. "Had you continued in a belief 
that he was with Mr. Trumbull, for so long a time as 
that his manners had grown into a state of deform- 
ity," etc., etc. 

95. Edward Rutledge. A. L. 4pp. folio. 
No place or date. 

"Is America so poor or are the General's monied 
Friends so very few as to forbid our expecting suc- 
cess." A very long letter, fall of details of the affairs 
of General Greene's estate. 

96. Henry Tazewell. Senator, helped 
draw Declaration of Rights, etc. A. L. S. 1 
page, 4to. No place or date. 

Announces that he as Chairman of a Committee of 
three has passed favorably upon Mrs. Greene's claims. 

James M. Varnum 

Major General. A series of six letters to 
Mrs. Greene as follows : 

97. A. L. S. 1 page, folio. "E.Greenwich, 
1 Dec. 1780.'' 

"The General whom I esteem in the highest and 
most affectionate Point of View, I shall sacredly con- 
sider in his present most critical and important Com- 
mand, while the Fortune of my Life shall place me in a 
Situation to Judge, for the public of nis military 
Merits" etc. 
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98. James M. Varnum. A. L. S. 2pp. 
folio. Philadelphia, 10th, Feb. 1781. 

Congratulates Mrs. Greene upon the result of her 
husband's plans. 

'* Mj unremitted attention shall not be wanting to 
place him upon a more equal Footing with Lord Com- 
wallis; but from our Baseless Circumstance I am 
morally certain he must retire before the Enemy for a 
time." 

99. James M. Varnum. A. L. S. 2 pp, 
4to. Philadelphia, 27th March, 1781. 

Important letter. 

"—a letter received yesterday from Governor, Jeflfer- 
son of Viginia gives us the following intelligence 
* That on tie 15tn of this montb a General Action was 
fought between the two Armies which continued in- 
cessant for an hour an a quarter. That General Greene 
then retired in good Orders unpursued^ one mile and a 
half with the loss of four pieces of cannon and between 
two and three hundred killed and wounded. The 
enemies loss between live and six hundred; That Gen- 
eral Greene intended a second attack the day following 
but was prevented by rain * * * this account the 
Governor received from a Capt. of Artillery who was 
in the Action:'* 

THE BATTLE REFERRED TO WAS THAT OF GUILFORD 
COURT HOUSE. 

100. James M. Varnum. A. L. S. 2 pp. 
folio. ^'Philadelphia 17th July, 1781.'' 

Interesting letter informing Mrs. Greene that the 
General has captured Augusta. Also conveys the 
rumor (which proved to be false) that the General had 
been compelled to raise the siege of Ninety -six. 

101. James M. Varnum. A. L. S. 3 pp. 
folio. "Philadelphia, 24th July, 1781." 
Last page damaged. 

Important. "We are in possession of a large num- 
ber of intercepted Letters from Lord George Germain 
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and others to Sir Henry Clinton and other British 
Officers in America. His Lordship supposed that all 
the States Southward of the Hudson River were before 
this Time fully possessed by the Kings Troops and had 
universally returned to the Allegiance. He concluded 
that General Washington would no longer be able to 
draw men or provisions Westward from that River 
* * * infatuated ♦ ♦ ♦ the Court of London have 
refused the offers of Russia to mediate between them 
and the United Provinces. In consequence of which 
the Dutch much fight ♦ ♦ ♦ Lord Cornwallis has 
divided his army" etc., etc. 

102. James M. Varnum. A. L. S. 1 page, 
4to. Newport, 26th May, 1787. 

A very friendly letter indeed. 

101. Jeremiah Wadsworth. Com.-Gen. 
A. L. S. 3 pp. folio. New York, Oct. 12, 

1788. 

Upon affairs of the estate. "I do not believe there 
will be any Congress before the Meetings of the New 
Government." Speaks of Rubledge as "just, generous 
and hospitable.'' 

104. Jeremiah Wadsworth. A. L. S. 2 pp, 
4to. Nov. 29, 1791. 

"I have pressed Col. Hamilton as hard and as often 
as possible — he expressed a difficulty in reporting as 
we wished ♦ ♦ ♦ Old Abraham Clark of New Jersey 
and Boudinot I fear will be our Enemies.'' 



Anthony Wayne. 

A Series of Ten Letters by Anthony Wayne, 
General in the Revolution, known as "Mad 
Anthony,'* commanded the guard at Andre's 
execution, etc. 
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LETTERS BY AND TO 



105. Anthony Wayne. A. L. S., with ini- 
tials. 2 pp, 4to. Savannah, 10th March, 
1789. 

Encloses a letter from Gov. Guerard ''he is one of 
Swift's Yahoos." 

106. Anthony Wayne. A. L. S., with ini- 
tials. 2 pp, 4to. Richmond, 20th Dec, 
1788. 

Complains that Mrs. Greene does not write to him. 

107. Anthony Wayne. A. L. S. 6 pp, 4to. 
Richmond, 20th Dec, 1788. 

'* But one short, very short letter from you since 
your departure for Georgia. * * Then goes on in a humor- 
ous strain. Pears an uprising of the Indians. " I have 
solicited the President for a command and am 
resolved to command the soldiers, it is a profession of 
which I am fond — the experience I have had in many 
a trying campaign ♦ ♦ ♦ when added to the 
wounds I have received and the blood I have lost in 
the defence of my country are considerations that I 
flatter myself entitles me to an Honorable and per- 
manent in the line of my profession ♦ ♦ ♦ I must 
therefore request you to become my advocate with the 
President," etc. 

108. Anthony Wayne. A. L. 3 pp, 4to. 
Richmond, Georgia, 1st Aug., 1786. 

Signed "Yours most Affectionately," and is a most 
affectionate letter ! 

109. Anthony Wayne. A. L. S. 3 pp, 4to, 
"Head Quarters in the Western Wilderness. 
17th Dec, 1793. 

Most interesting. 

" In full confidence that the fame of this place will at 
one day famish a pa^e in the History of America I 
have called it Greene- Ville." Describes the country at 
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length, and speaks of a battle soon to be foue^ht with 
the Indians, and the possibility of his death. "Nor 
will the sanguine field be disgraced W receiving on its 
cold bosom your ever true and faithral friend." 

110. Anthony Wayne. A. L. S. 5 pp, 4to. 
Richmond, State of Georgia, 22nd Feb., 1790. 

Interesting letter relating to the General's public 
affairs. Gives the history why the General became 
surety for supplies for the Southern Army and the du- 
plicity of the contractor Banks. 

111. Anthony Wayne. A. L. S. 2 pp. folio. 

speaks of Mrs. Greene's "cold indifference," and like 
Silas Wegg "drops into poetry." 

112. A. L. 1 page, 4to. Sunday, 2 o'clock. 
"I have this moment my dear friend a message from 

Waynesborough that requires my immediate presence." 

113. A. L. S. 3 pp, 4to. Richmond on the 
banks of Savannah, 20th April, 1788. 

Bitterly complains of his physical and mental 
troubles. "Robbed and neglected by a Country from 
which I merited better treatment," etc. 

114. Anthony Wayne. A. L. S. 2 pp, 4to. 
Richmond, 8th Dec., 1786. 

A friendly letter. 
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